
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burundi Friends International:  

Fighting poverty in Burundi for 10 Years 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2007, Burundi Friends International (BFI) has continually expanded our efforts in 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦ  .ǳǊǳƴŘƛΩǎ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ 

security, scarcity of employment, and lack of infrastructure, motivate our staff and volunteers to 

empower Burundians to find solutions to these problems.   

As a member nation of the East African Community, Burundi, and its citizens, are dedicated to 

learning English, the chosen language of the EAC.  The goal of the EAC is to share goods, labor, 

and capital.  In 2016, BFI supported 2,000 Burundian volunteer English teachers who have now 

reached all 19 provinces across Burundi.  Our efforts in the classroom positively impact women 

farmers learning basic English to trade crops, provide children with access to English learning 

across academic fields, and teach young adults English in order ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ .ǳǊǳƴŘƛΩǎ 

challenges in the greater world.   

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ .CLΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  hǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘers 

encourage the formation of savings groups outside the classroom.  Together, the team of BFI 

and Burundians are building the way forward through financial literacy and group 

accountability.   BFI provides tangible ways for Burundians to reach their inner potential.  

Whether it is through our shipment of healthcare equipment, English instruction, or efforts in 

economic empowerment, BFI is filling a void in Burundi and providing hope to thousands.  BFI 

English teacher, Vedaste Ngendakumana, expresses his hƻǇŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΣ ά.CL ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǎŜƭŦ-

confidence and acceptance.  BFI did not isolate me when I isolated myself and they have been 

my anti-ŘŜǇǊŜǎǎŀƴǘΦέ  

All of us at BFI want to extend our gratitude to our supporters.  You are our foundation and we 

together continue to have an impact in the lives of Burundians. 

Sincerely, 

Jeanine Niyonzima-Aroian   Julie Marner 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  


